INTRODUCTION
The Spanish Peaks Wilderness Study Area covers approximately 19,570 acres (7,920 hectometers ) of the San Isabel National Forest in south-central Colorado ( fig. 1 ). The area lies in the westernmost part of the Great Plains, bordering the eastern foothills of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. Elevations range from 13,626 ft (4,153 m) on the summit of West Spanish Peak to about 8,400 ft (2,560 m) in the western portion near Cuchara. The eastern half of the wilderness is characterized by rugged terrain; the land and drainages slope radially away from East and West Spanish Peaks. The principal drainages are Wahatoya and Trujillo Creeks. The physiography in the western half of the area is less severe; the major drainages are the north-trending Chaparral and Echo Creeks. North, Middle, and South White Peaks (elevation 10,446 ft; 3,184 m) are located near the western boundary of the study area.
Colorado Highway 12 and the Cucharas River parallel the wilderness on the west. Forest Service Route 415 and the Apishapa River run along the southern margin. Secondary roads are sparsely located near the boundary of the study area.
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